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EU Malting Barley – it’s been quite a choppy week due to several public holidays.  

Market activity was rather low and prices more or less unchanged. There is some rain in 

the forecast for France as of Sunday.  Regular and good rainfalls will be needed to keep 

the spring barley potential up.   

 

Feed Barley – SAGO announced yesterday a new tender for 1,5 mln mt feed barley for 

July / August arrival which will be an interesting one. Considering this quantity on top of 

what has already been sold for early shipments to Saudi and also China there will 

probably be hardly any harvest pressure. It could rather be the other way round.  

 

Australia – rainfalls were again very limited this week and with temperatures 2-6 °C above 

average. Of course there is still some time but market participants are very nervous about the 

dry weather and rains will be needed. Some are already reducing their crop forecasts.  

As per current weather prediction there will be only little to no rain...    

 

Rainfall for the week ending 9th of May 18  Rainfall forecast for the period 10-17 May 18 

 
 

Argentina – heavy rainfalls hamper the current soybean harvest where combines get stuck in the 

field. Some reports mention another 5-15% potential yield loss on top of what has already been lost 

due to the drought. Wheat and barley plantings do not really advance yet, but there is still plenty of 

time and with good soil moisture the prospects are not too bad.  

 

USDA – in yesterdays latest wasde update the biggest surprise was the crop 2018 corn carryout at 

only 159,2 mln mt which is about 15 mln mt less than the lowest estimate and about 25 mln mt below 

the average estimate! This also means 35 mln less year on year and 65 mln less two years  ago. 

Main reasons are lower stocks in China, but also in the US. Crop 2018 world wheat carryout is seen 

at 264,3 mln mt which 6 mln mt less than 2017. World wheat production is down by 10 mln mt 

whereas consumption is up by 10 mln mt.    

Have a good weekend. 
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